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Albuquerque Bar Association Names Lisa Chavez Ortega as Judge of the 

Year 

The Albuquerque Bar Association has named The Honorable Lisa Chavez Ortega of the Second 

Judicial District Court as Judge of the Year for 2025. 

Judge Ortega’s recognition as Judge of the Year highlights her contributions to civil justice in 

New Mexico. Her decades of experience in complex litigation, and thoughtful and fair judicial 

approach have made her an invaluable member of the judiciary. Known for her deep 

understanding of civil law and commitment to equal access to justice, Judge Ortega exemplifies 

the professionalism and integrity that defines outstanding judicial service. 

Judge Ortega has served in the Civil Division since being appointed to the bench in March of 

2019.  She is an active member of the New Mexico Rules of Civil Procedure Committee and 

serves on the Board of Directors of the National Center for State Courts.   Judge Ortega also 

volunteers as a presiding judge for the Center for Civic Values Mock Trial Program.  Before 

joining the bench, she built a distinguished career of more than twenty years in civil litigation, 

specializing in defending personal injury and wrongful death actions. 

A native New Mexican and first-generation college student, Judge Ortega graduated from the 

University of New Mexico School of Law in 1997 and was admitted to the New Mexico Bar the 

same year.  

“I am honored to receive this award,” said Judge Lisa Ortega. “Serving the people of New 

Mexico is one of the greatest privileges of my career.  This recognition from the Albuquerque 

Bar Association means a great deal to me” 



“Judge Ortega embodies the highest standards of judicial excellence,” said Chief Judge Marie 

Ward. “Her experience, compassion, and commitment to the fair administration of justice make 

her profoundly deserving of the Albuquerque Bar Association’s Judge of the Year award. We are 

proud to have her on our bench.” 

The Albuquerque Bar Association will formally recognize Judge Ortega in its Annual Awards 

ceremony and luncheon on December 9, 2025 where her achievements and service to the 

community will be celebrated. 

 


